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M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to the French Ambassadors in London,  Berlin,  Brussels,  Rome
and Barcelona, and to the French Minister in Prague.

Paris, December 14,  1938.

HERR VON RIBBENTROP'S visit to Paris was undertaken for the
express and sufficient object of signing the Franco-German declaration.
Nevertheless, it has provided an opportunity for a wide exchange of
views between the Foreign Ministers of the two countries. Although
these conversations on the whole retained a very general character,
they have made it possible to obtain definite information on the
German attitude regarding some particularly important international
questions.

The anti-French incidents that have recently occurred in Italy
naturally gave rise to the question of Franco-Italian and German-
Italian relations, and I expressed the wish to see every element incom-
patible with the pursuance of a policy of Franco-German appeasement
disappear from the relations between Paris, Berlin and Rome. Referr-
ing to the solidarity between Germany and Italy, similar, he said, to
that uniting France and Great Britain, Herr von Ribbentrop was at
pains to assure me that nothing in the existence of these two groups
appeared to him to prejudice any attempt to bring into harmony the
relations between the four Powers, which might eventually extend to
an arrangement for co-operation between the two Axes. By indicating
that the struggle against Bolshevism is the basis of the common
political views of the German and Italian Governments, but without
saying so openly, Herr von Ribbentrop wished to convey to us the
impression that no other aim could be attributed to it. The recent
demonstration in the Italian Chamber of Deputies, which in his
opinion involved no government responsibility, appears to have made
no particular impression on the German Minister, who affects in the
circumstances to consider the Mediterranean questions involved as
outside the scope of German interests; in any case he persists in
declaring himself convinced that the improvement of Franco-German
relations is of a nature to exert a favourable influence on future
Franco-Italian relations.

Concerning Spain, he gave us to understand that there again the
action of Germany had from the beginning been inspired solely by the
struggle against Bolshevism. The German Minister continues to
desire the victory of General Franco, as, in his opinion, it would be a
guarantee for the re-establishment in Spain of a national order which
would favour a general resumption of commercial relations with that
country, without prejudice to the interests of France, Moreover, he
does not believe in the possibility of mediation. He did not then
dispute the propriety of the position maintained by France as well
as by Great Britain regarding the application of the decisions of the
Non-intervention Committee.

These considerations incidentally led the Foreign Minister of the